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EVEN IF I TRIED,
I DON’T KNOW IF I CAN START OVER AGAIN.
WHAT’S LEFT TO DECIDE?

(The music kicks up, and the Ensemble joins in with Mark to sing a fat chorus.)

MARK & ENSEMBLE
CAN ANYONE SEE ALL OF THESE SIDES OF ME?
ALL THE MOMENTS I’VE BEEN LOCKING DEEP INSIDE?
DOES ANYONE NEED TO KNOW WHO I WAS LONG AGO,
WHEN IT’S EASIER TO TAKE IT ALL IN STRIDE?

GETTING BY:
ALWAYS HOPING THERE’S ANOTHER WAY —
IN A TOWN THAT NEVER CHANGES DAY-TO-DAY
BENEATH AN OPEN SKY.

( END OF SONG. )

(Together, Tom and Betsy step into the office – and Tom gets straight down to business.)

TOM
Thanks for coming in today. You must be Mark.

MARK
Yes, sir. Mark, Howard. Here’s a copy of my résumé.

TOM
Great.

(He looks over Mark’s resume for about five seconds before slamming it down on the desk.)
Betsy – Is there a reason you’re still here?

BETSY
Oh! Sorry, sir. I just thought --

TOM
I’ve got it under control, Betsy. An interview should just be man-to-man.

(Mark clears his throat, and his eyes fall to the floor. Betsy turns to exit, comedically rolling 
her eyes when she’s out of Tom’s sight. Tom leans back onto the desk to talk to Mark.)

TOM(CONT’D)
Y’know, just because her father’s the mayor, she thinks she runs the damn place. The signs all say Tom’s 
Orchard! The only reason I even gave her a job is to keep myself in good favor with the mayor – y’know, 
just in case...

MARK
In case of what?

TOM
Eh, nothing you have to worry about. Why don’t you tell me about yourself?

MARK
I grew up in a small town, and worked on my family’s farm since I was a kid. I’m used to getting up 
early, and working long hours, and being outside all day. I take a lot of pride in working with my hands, 
and being a part of something bigger than myself --

MARK (CONT’D)
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TOM – “THE REGULARS ” AUDITION SCENE 1

START
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TOM
Yeah, yeah, let’s skip the small talk. Sounds like you’re real passionate, kid. But this ain’t some podunk 
little operation we’re running here. This is the most popular orchard in the county! You sure you’re 
qualified to work for me?

MARK
Yes sir! I’m a fast learner.

TOM
‘Cause I’ve got more important things to do than waste my time training someone totally green.

MARK
I also helped run a roadside produce stand, last year! I did all of the sorting and packaging. I know it’s not 
the scale of an orchard, but I’m sure there’s enough overlap that I can make myself useful.

TOM
Interesting. Well just so you know, if you take this job, it’s gonna fast-paced, hard work. You’ll be paid 
under the table, no benefits, and no questions asked. Still interested?

MARK
Absolutely, sir. Could you tell me more about the position?

(Tom thinks about that for a moment – throwing his feet up on his desk and putting his 
hands behind his head. With a grovelly voice, he sings...)

          #02a – JOB INTERVIEW                                                                                                                      (Tom)        .

TOM
WHO AM I?
REALLY NEEDING TO COMPLETE MY CREW.
HEAVY-LIFTERS WHO HAVE ALWAYS GOT A CLUE
OF HOW TO STAY ON-TRACK.

EV’RYDAY,
LOCAL BUSINESSES RELY ON OUR STOCK –
FRESH-PICKED APPLES IN A HEAVY, WOODEN BOX
THAT SOMEONE’S GOTTA PACK.

( END OF SONG. )

MARK
(with a lump in his throat)

That sounds well within my abilities, sir.

TOM
Are you sure you can handle the weight, kid? You look a little, y’know...

MARK
I may be small, but believe me, I overcompensate in strength.

TOM
If you say so. Just be warned it’s about to get very busy here with The Harvest Festival coming up in a 
few weeks, so there’s not going to be a lot of downtime.

MARK
The Harvest Festival?

TOM
The Annual Amberland Harvest Festival – the most important event in town, and my biggest sales day 
of the year. Are you new here?
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CONTINUE

<< TOM SINGS HERE. >>
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MARK
Well, yes. I actually just moved here from --

TOM
Wherever you were, you’re here now. Consider yourself hired!

(A slight smile appears on Mark’s face. Tom shoots him a look and it’s gone. After a beat, 
Tom huffs – then, he picks up the phone on his desk, dials, and waits.)

TOM(CONT’D)
Betsy? / Yeah. / Can you come show this kid to the stockroom? He’ll do fine.

(to Mark)
Listen, I’ve got some things to take care of this afternoon. But you’ll be in good hands with Derrick. He’s 
worked in the stockroom for years and knows the drill for the festival prep. So anything he says, goes.

(As Betsy re-enters the office...)

TOM(CONT’D)
Isn’t that right, Betsy?

BETSY
(unfazed by Tom’s narcissism)

Yeah, sure.
TOM

Say it with a smile, sweetheart. You don’t want our newcomer to get the wrong impression.

BETSY
(feigning enthusiasm)

Sure thing, boss!

TOM
That’s what I like to hear. I’ll see you two later.

          #02b – INTO THE STOCKROOM                                                                                              (The Band)        .

(Tom starts to storm off to his next meeting. The office glides out, bringing us into...)

SCENE 1B: THE STOCKROOM

(Here, DERRICK – the manager of the stockroom – and the stockroom guys are working 
away, including our featured boys, BRANDON, the hard worker, and HUNTER, the socializer 
— when Betsy and Mark fight their way through the vinyl cooler blinds.)

BETSY
And this is our stockroom – where you’ll be working.

(The background guys are washing and sorting apples, some carry in boxes of freshly-picked 
apples, and others are packing and labeling them into wooden crates or organizing stocks of 
apple products – like cider and applesauce. Derrick is looking down, doing inventory.)

BETSY(CONT’D)
Everything that gets done back here is a crucial part of keeping the business running, even if the 
ambiance isn’t quite as alluring as the view outside.

MARK
(sarcastically with a smirk)

Ha. Oh, I hadn’t noticed.

DERRICK
(finally noticing Betsy with the new guy)

Ah, look at that! Right on time.
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STOP
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